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Reconstruction of rural publicity in virtual public space

based on a study of L village Wechat group
SHI Chen
(School of Languages & Media, Anhui University of Finance and Economics, Bengbu 233030, China)

Abstract: With the acceleration of industrialization and urbanization, many villages in China have become hollowed out and at-
omized. Grassroots village governance has been seriously challenged. The key to breaking this dilemma is to reconstruct the de-
clining publicity. The mobile Internet can break through the limitations of time and space, and virtual public space emerged . The
"dicentalized" villagers gather again, and the social connection become close again; Villagers discuss public affairs in the virtual
public space, and the construction of rural publicity has changed from a one-man show of the public power at the grass-roots level
to a “co-operation” of multiple subjects; Virtual public space is also a place for gaming where empowered villagers form checks
and balances through negotiation and competition, the power structure is optimized, and the grassroots governance level up. It
can be seen that the villagers' information production and dissemination practices based on mobile Internet have blocked the de-
cline of the community and brought the possibility of the reconstruction of a new type of rural publicity.

Keywords: Mobile Internet; Publicity; Wechat group
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